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Value Your Opportunity 


Dear Sister in the one True Faith: 

This is the time of year when autumn 
decorates the country. Autumn, with its 
customary efficiency busily redecorating the 
landscape. The season went silently about its 
work turning the green of summer into 
spangled colors of fall—wonderful to behold. 
As the seasons change nature’s patterns, just 
so we must let God’s Word work effectually 
in our life so that we may be made into 
new creatures. 

It is now, today, that we must endeavor 
to be brave, strong and courageous; and 
leaving the world behind, march onward 
toward holiness. Each day offers its privileges 
and opportunities to all—rich or poor. Each 
day is full of riches for the one who knows 
how to grasp its opportunities and privileges. 
Time belongs to everyone. None of us is 
richer than the other when the day begins. 
There are twenty-four hours given to us to 
do with as we may. Many who are not watch- 
ful may scuttle like a beetle all over the 
place accomplishing nothing but adding con- 
fusion to the scene, and end up at the close 
of day, defeated, weary, unsatisfied. Let us 
not be a beetle. Let us spend our time doing 
something that will add to the memory of 
each precious day. God gives to all of us 
the beautiful hours of light and dark. Those 
who rush them away, waste beauty and life 
and precious moments are taken from our 
lives. We who spend those hours in con- 
templation of God’s rich gift, add to our days 
the wonderful knowledge of glory which is 
only His to give. 


St. Louis, Mo. R. S. 


Friends Indeed 


Dear Friends: 

We would like you to mail the Mecippo 
Messace to [a friend] in England. She is 
alone and has much time to read and asked 
me to send her magazines. We couldn’t think 
of any better reading for her to enjoy. We 
look forward to getting our own MEssaAGcE. 

Thank you very much and may your devo- 
tion to the cause of Christ be rewarded. 

Gloversville, N. Y. V.& J. H. 


Looking Forward 


Dear Friends: 

I wonder if this is applicable to these 
times. “Men’s hearts failing them for fear, 
and for looking after those things which are 
coming on the earth: for the powers of 
heaven shall be shaken” (Luke 21: 26). It 
seems more applicable to Christ’s coming who 
will have the powers of heaven shaken. But 
truly it seems that Christ’s coming is immi- 
nent. There is only one thing that we can do: 
Preach the good news and be ready to meet 
the Lord. 

With best wishes for better things to come 
from the heavenly Father for His children. 

Prelate, Sask., Can., J. G. 
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GOD . 


with the meaningful thought: ‘Blessed is the man 

that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, 
nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the 
seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of 
the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and 
night.” 

Our meditation must be such that we will compare 
ourselves, not with ourselves, but with the Book. The one 
who will receive the blessing is the one who walks “not 
in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the way of 
sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful.” We cannot 
be the the one who walks in the counsel of the ungodly. 
If we walk contrary to the truth, there is no blessing 
for us. Of ourselves only, we should not know how to 
shun walking in the counsel of the ungodly, for as 
Jeremiah the prophet declares: “It is not in man that 
walketh to direct his steps” (10: 23). We all need guid- 
ance from a higher Source. 

He that walks in the counsel of the ungodly, walking 
after his own mind, never will receive the blessing. Let 
our delight be in the Lord, and meditate in His law 
day and night, for only so can we expect that He will set 
us apart for one of His own. 

We should count our blessings one by one: the bless- 
ing of Christian fellowship, the blessing of constant 
assembly, the blessing of enlightenment; the eyes of our 
understanding have been enlightened to see the way that 
leads to life, and we have the saving truth in our pos- 
session which, if followed, will land us in the haven of 
everlasting rest. 

Our Scripture lesson declares: “But know”—here is 
something of importance that the Psalmist wants us to 
know—‘“But know that the Lord hath set apart him that 
is godly for himself: the Lord will hear when I call unto 
him” (Ps. 4: 3). Either phase of this statement is soul 
inspiring. First: “The Lord hath set apart him that 
is godly for himself.” To think that the great and mighty 
God who inhabits eternity looked down and chose from 
among us poor mortal men and women some to be His 
very own. This warm promise reminds us of another 
equally gracious promise in IT Cor. 6: 17, 18: “Wherefore 
come out from among them [the world], and be ye sepa- 
rate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and 
I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye 
shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” 
With heirship comes the assurance of sharing the 
Father’s wealth. No small and unimportant promise this, 
when God is our Father! His wealth is unlimited, His 
ability to give unquestioned. 


Tw PSALMIST begins his collection of sacred poems 


My Father is rich in houses and lands, 

He holdeth the wealth of the worlds in His hands! 
Of rubies and diamonds, of silver and gold, 

His coffers o’erflow,—He has riches untold. 





Hath Set Apart the Godly 


for Himself 


Unlimited love, unmeasurable grace, 

His power has no bound’ry that’s known unto men, 
For out of the infinite reaches of space, 

He gives to His own, and He giveth again. 


And the second proposition in Ps. 4:3 is equally 
assuring: “The Lord will hear when I e¢all unto him.” 
Should we speak into the receiver of a disconnected 
telephone we should get no answer, for there would 
be no one to listen to our message. We might be ill, 
injured, in danger, in distress, or in the direst need, 
we could get no assistance, there would be no con- 
nection. But if godly, no such unhappy situation can 
ever develop between us and our heavenly Father. His 
ear is not heavy that it cannot hear, nor His arm short- 
ened that it cannot save, but if on our part we will keep 
the channel clear, allowing no iniquity to come between 
God and us, He will always hear. 

The master key that opens to all of these privileges is 
godliness. Let us define godliness. Godliness is a con- 
traction of the term god-likeness. God-likeness infers 
being like God. Let us enumerate a few of the qualities 
of God, which we must possess to be godlike. He is wis- 
dom, He is love, He is longsuffering, He is goodness. God 
is faithful, He is holy, He is justice. In one trenchant 
statement Jesus covers the whole ground of godliness: 
“Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is 
in heaven is perfect” (Matt. 5: 48). 

The two verses following Ps. 4: 8, define godliness 
quite understandably: “Stand in awe, and sin not; com- 
mune with your own heart upon your bed, and be still. 
Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, and put your trust 
in the Lord.” When men and women stand in awe, or 
tremble at God’s command, they will be obedient to it. 
They will learn not to transgress. 

Let us give some thought to the meanings that can 
be applied to the term “stand.” It is the exceptional indi- 
vidual only who can “stand” higher education. Our race 
is more or less infantile in its mental processes, and when 
vain man acquires a little knowledge, he fancies himself 
able to walk alone. It is this mental immaturity which 
precludes the wise, the mighty, the noble of earth, from 
hearing the call of the Almighty (I Cor. 1: 26). But, by 
all good logic, reverence and faith should increase with 
the widening horizons of knowledge, and it should be 
equally easier to “stand in awe” of the great Creator, 
and “sin not.” A perpetually increasing attitude of 
reverence and receptivity should attend a broader vision 
of the Creator and His creation. 

“Commune with your own heart upon your bed.” At 
first thought the counsel to commune with our own 
heart might seem strange, since “the heart is deceitful 
above all things and desperately wicked” (Jer. 17: 9), 


by nature. It is obvious that if we are to have a heart 
with which we may safely commune, it must be of a 
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different kind, and so we find it revealed in the Word. 
“Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby 
ye have transgressed; and make you a new heart and a 
new spirit” (Ezek. 18: 31). This is but another way of 
admonishing us to arm ourselves with the mind of 
Christ, to think as He directs in all things. 

This communion can take place nowhere but in the 
bed of Truth, that bed described in Isa. 28: 20, which is 
too short, and the covering too narrow for the natural 
man, With his ugly projections of pride, anger, envy, 
hatred, lust and greed. When reduced to the proper 
proportions, we will find this bed a delightsome place to 
rest—rest from self, rest from sin, and, in the end, rest 
from mortality. It is important, however, that while in 
this bed we “‘be still,” speaking no words of our own, 
but surrendering our tongues to the service and praise 
of the Eternal. One word inspired by the flesh will prove 
one too many for our eternal welfare. The Lord sets 
apart only the godly for Himself. 


The Godly Defined 


A very comprehensive definition of the godly man is 
found in Ps. 15: 1—4: “Lord, who shall abide in thy 
tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill? He that 
walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and 
speaketh the truth in his heart. He that backbiteth not 
with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbor, nor 
taketh up a reproach against his neighbor. In whose 
eyes a vile person is contemned; but he honoreth them 
that fear the Lord.” 

An equally comprehensive definition of the godly man 
is given in Ps. 24: 3—5: “Who shall ascend into the 
hill of the Lord? or who shall stand in his holy place? 
He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath 
not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. 
He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, and right- 
eousness from the God of his salvation.” All the powers 
in heaven and earth could not erase the name of that 
godly man from the book of remembrance of God 
Almighty. 

The truth that the Lord has set apart the godly for 
Himself is restated in Mal. 3: 16, 17, describing that 
class of super-accomplishment individuals as His “‘spe- 
cial treasure.” Let us read these texts: ‘Then they that 
feared the Lord spake often one to another: and the 
Lord hearkenea, and heard it, and a book of remem- 
brance was written before him for them that feared the 
Lord, and that thought upon his name. And they shall be 
mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make 
up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth 
his own son that serveth him.” The marginal rendering 
for His “jewels” is His “‘special treasure.” 

If fearing the Lord and thinking upon His name or 
Word, if the hope of eternal life and sharing the bless- 
ings promised to the righteous is a stimulating, actuating 
force in our lives, our faces should show a radiance that 
no temporal reverses could erase. 

If one were about to embark upon a business enter- 
prise that he felt certain would yield him great returns, 
he would be so absorbed with it that it would be the 
joy of his life and the topic of his conversation. Every 
one he contacted would know of his interest in it. And if 
all enraptured by the hope of sharing the blessings of 
the world to come, should not one be equally articulate 


and speak forth to others concerning the hope and joy 
that fills his heart? 

The most helpful speaking that we can do, one to 
another, is to tell each other, and be told ourselves of our 
faults. “Every way of a man is right in his own eyes,” 
hence, without our attention being called to our own 
shortcomings, we could never see or overcome them, 
and our bright hope of a home in glory could never be 
realized. 

What a comforting thought that God will hearken to 
and recognize such speaking, and set apart such speak- 
ers for Himself, and will record their words and deeds 
in His “book of remembrance.” 

Many of God’s faithful servants will be sleeping in 
the grave at the coming of Jesus (1 Thess. 4: 13—18). 
The function of sight, of hearing, of feeling, of thought, 
will have ceased; and they, in the silent sleep of death, 
will know nothing. No thought can survive the body, 
nor can any intelligence span the interim between death 
and the resurrection. The only token remaining as evi- 
dence of the short sojourn on earth, even of a righteous 
man, is the record of his righteous life written in God’s 
book of remembrance. Their account is in safe keeping, 
their name inscribed in the Lamb’s book of life, and 
“they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that 
day when I make up my jewels [special treasure, mar- 
gin]; and I will spare them as a man spareth his own 
son that serveth him.” 

Exodus 19: 5, 6 in Moffatt’s translation pictures the 
godly under the warm term, “prized possession.” ‘Now 
then, if you will listen to what I say and keep my 
compact, you shall be my own prized possession among 
all nations (for all the world is mine).” God’s “prized 
possession” is surely a precious treasure. What an inesti- 
mable privilege to be a part of the “prized possession” 
of God Almighty! 


The Lord Knoweth His Own 


We find a warm, glowing promise in II Tim. 2: 19. 
God has not only set apart him that is godly for Himself, 
but He knows who each of these precious individuals 
are. The text reads: ‘‘Nevertheless the foundation of God 
standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them 
that are his. And, let every one that nameth the name 
of Christ depart from iniquity.” Here is an identification 
mark of the highest order, a seal by the great God Him- 
self. He knoweth all them that are His, and to fill that 
very special position one must depart from iniquity. The 
man whom the Lord sets apart for Himself must be godly. 

This foundation of God stands sure and steadfast. 
Without it we should know nothing of God’s plan and 
purpose for His people on this earth nor by what means 
mere mortals can qualify for rating as ‘His people,” nor 
yet of the rewards awaiting those whose life-work meets 
with His approval in the Day of Final Account. 

An integral part of the foundation has to do with the 
promises of God. Without the steadying influence of 
these “great and precious promises,” by which we may 
some day be made partakers of the divine nature and 
escape the corruption of mortality (II Pet. 1: 4), we 
should be out upon the ocean of life like a ship without 
rudder or sail, drifting at the mercy of the elements. 
But hope, founded upon the Word of God, is like an 
anchor to the soul, sure and steadfast (Heb. 6: 19). What 
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greater hope could a human being have than the hope of 
eternal life! and that hope is held out to the Christian. 
“And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even 
eternal life” (1 John 2: 25). With our limited powers of 
comprehension we cannot begin to grasp the magnitude 
of this promise. Our present span of life, if used as the 
basis of our comparison with eternity, would be so out 
of proportion it would leave our minds in a state of be- 
wilderment. It would be about like comparing one drop 
of water with all the waters in the ocean. Small wonder 
then that the great Apostle exclaimed, “Eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart 
of man, the things which God hath prepared for them 
that love him’; and “now unto him that is able to do 
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think” 
(I Cor. 2: 9; Eph. 3: 20). 

We are given the seal that “the Lord knoweth them 
that are his.” As important as this knowledge is to us 
to strengthen us in the fight against all the evils of our 
nature, it is immeasurably more important for us to 
make sure that we are His, that we can be classed as the 
“godly.” By Him actions are weighed; He recognizes 
men only on the merits of their own character. He has 
no pets, no favorites. He never minimizes evil, nor con- 
dones sin in anyone. He does not look to the individual 
who has gained a high position in worldly affairs, to the 
man of superior intellect, or to the wealthy or influential 
among men; but, says He, ‘To this man will I look, even 
to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth 
at my word” (Isa. 66: 2). From the foregoing it is evi- 
dent that to have God know us as His own, so He will 
set us apart for Himself, is conditional, and it remains 
for us to meet those conditions. He will never know : 
man who doesn’t know Him. 

The following texts give the formula in a convincing 
way: ‘And ye shall seek me and find me, when ye shall 
search for me with all your heart.” “I love them that 
love me; and those that seek me early shall find me.” ‘Seek 
ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him 
while he is near: let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto 
the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon,” and set that godly 
man apart for Himself (Jer. 29: 13; Prov. 8: 17; Isa. 
55: 6, 7). 


Set Apart—For Reward 


Not only do we have the assuring words that God has 
set apart the godly for Himself, but we also have the 
promise that a righteous life cannot fail to reap its 
reward. ‘He that soweth to the Spirit, shall of the Spirit 
reap life everlasting” (Gal. 6: 9). To always sow to the 
Spirit and never once sow to the flesh, is a big work, 
but we derive our greatest pleasure from doing “big 
things,” so why not engage in this greatest of contests, 
and apply every ounce of our mental and physical energy 
to the task of winning the prize? 

“God is not unrighteous to forget [our] work and 
labor of love, which [we] have showed toward his name” 
(Heb. 6: 12). In the parable of the Last Judgment 
(Matthew 25) the king recognized the righteous and 
their accomplishment as fully as He recognized the lack 
of service of His unfaithful servants. He has set all such 
apart for Himself. They are the most precious commodi- 


ty in the whole universe. He could no more forget them 
than a mother could forget her child. “Can a woman 
forget her sucking child, that she should not have com- 
passion on the son of her womb? yea, they may forget, 
yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon 
the palms of my hands” (Isa. 49: 15, 16). He has set 
apart the godly for Himself. 


God’s Choosiness 


Not only does the Psalmist say, “But know that God 
hath set apart him that is godly for himself’; but Paul, 
one thousand years later, informs us that all will not 
be godly. “In a great house there are not only vessels of 
gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and 
some to honor, and some to dishonor” (II Tim. 2: 20). 
In God’s house there are not only vessels of gold and 
of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to 
honor, and some to dishonor. God has set apart the 
honorable vessels for Himself but has no use for the 
dishonorable vessels. And it is within our power to avoid 
being of the latter classification. The formula is definite: 
“If a man therefore purge himself from these [evils], 
he shall be a vessel unto honor, sanctified, and meet for 
the master’s use, and prepared unto every good work” 
(v. 21). “Prepared unto every good work,” not a part, 
not a few good works, but unto every good work. This 
man will be working, he will be watching, seeing if he 
can do something for the Lord. 

The apostle Paul speaks comprehensively about the 
class of people that God has set apart for Himself in 
Rom. 2: 13: “For not the hearers of the law are just 
before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified.” 
The question with us should be, “Am I doing it?” Are 
we asking ourselves this question at the close of each 
day? Are we walking, not as the world about us, but 
circumspectly and carefully, redeeming the time because 
the days are evil? If not, do we realize we are in the 
broad way headed for destruction? 

The sad facts are, man has not enough energy to want 
to go to work and cleanse himself even as Christ is pure 
so as to merit divine recognition. God only asks us to 
put away habits and conduct which should not exist in 
any family. We should cultivate patience, consideration, 
helpfulness; joy and happiness, all helping one another. 
It is only that class of people that God counts of any real 
worth. “The Lord knoweth the way of the righteous: 
but the way of the ungodly shall perish” (Ps. 1: 6). God 
never sets such apart for Himself. 

Referring again to Ps. 4: 5 we get a picture of God’s 
demands: “Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, and put 
your trust in the Lord.” The religious world think it is 
the sacrifice of Christ that saves us, but our God is just 
and righteous, and will reward each according to his 
own works. Psalm 51: 17 reads: ‘The sacrifices of God 
are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O 
God, thou wilt not despise.” The sacrifice is an individual 
affair. Not only Christ, but each member of His body or 
church must be crucified. If we have a contrite heart we 
will not be thinking too highly of ourselves, we will be 
trembling, we will stand in awe and cease to trans- 
gress. We will watch day by day to see what we are 
doing, not sit down to eat and drink and then rise up to 
play, but sit down to eat of the bread of heaven, and 
rise up to work, that we may merit being SET APART! 
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WHAT ARE REAL PLEASURES? 


S WE LOOK over the world we find the masses are 
searching for one thing—pleasures. But can they 
be called real pleasures? When they are obtained they 
suddenly burst as a beautiful bubble or as poppies spread. 
They seize the flower: its bloom is shed. Their pleasure 
is mixed with sorrow, disappointment, sickness, and 
trouble. Finally the brittle cord snaps. When life ends 
their pleasure also ends. Their nearsighted, futile ambi- 
tions have brought them nothing. All they counted pleas- 
ure was built on this short, fleeting life. James truly said, 
“It is even a vapor, that appeareth for a little time, and 
then vanisheth away” (4: 14). It is clear that any pleas- 
ure dependent upon this short, fleeting life is not real. 
Anything that can vanish with the last expiring breath 
of dying man cannot be real. 

Since the pleasures of this life are not real, we must 
search elsewhere for real pleasure. “Thou wilt show me 
the path of life: in thy presence is fullness of joy; at thy 
right hand there are pleasures for evermore” (Ps. 16: 
11). Pleasures that will last for evermore can be counted 
real. To ever realize them is worthy of our best efforts. 

Jesus has promised to everyone who will follow Him, 
a hundredfold in this life, “and in the world to come, 
eternal life’ (Mark 10: 30). This is the true source of 
pleasure, not only lasting but increasing as a wise invest- 
ment which pays rich dividends. We can invest this short 
life, which is all we have, and gain a life that will never 
end. This investment requires us to spurn the fleeting 
pleasures of the present and submit to the discipline of 
coming out from this wicked world and touching not 
the unclean thing. 

This is not an easy choice to make, but if we are sub- 
mitting with joy to this discipline our life will become 
a continual round of pleasure, for we shall know we are 
meriting the smile of the Eternal. The greatest happiness 
and only true pleasure we can have in this life is to know 
we are living as God would have us live. The victory that 
we win when we face the hosts of sin gives the sweetest 
joy that life can afford. 

All the good things that we now see and enjoy come 
from God. Can we not trust Him to give us pleasures in 
the future far surpassing those of this present life? He 
has promised strength to mount up as eagles and ride 
upon the high places of the earth. These are genuine 
pleasures. Then wisdom will clothe us with a garment of 
eternal day, and lead us to the fount of life, and open to 
us the river of pleasures of which we may drink and be 
abundantly satisfied for evermore. 





Most of us are acquainted with safety devices. There 
is a buzzer in some automobiles that warns by buzzing 
when one exceeds the speed limit; the smell of gas warns 
of danger when gas from the kitchen range is escaping; 
a fuse is blown when the electric power is overloaded—so 
God has a very effective rule of safety devices if we will 
only heed the warnings as we go along. We cannot go 
wrong if we obey the clearly marked signs on life’s highway. 





It takes a strong person to hold his own tongue. 


The Vindication of God 


Psalm Fourteen 


“There is no God,” the fool in secret said: 
“There is no God that rules o’er earth or sky!” 
Tear off the band that binds the wretch’s head, 
That God may burst upon his faithless eye. 


Is there no God? The stars in myriads spread— 
If he look up—the blasphemy deny; 

While his own features in the mirror read, 
Reflect the power of Divinity. 


Is there no God? The stream that silver flows, 
The air he breathes, the ground he treads, the trees, 
The flowers, the grass, the sands, each wind that blows, 
All speak of God; throughout one voice agrees, 
And eloquent, His grand existence shows; 
Blind to thyself, ah, see Him, fool, in these! 








Those with the most to say usually say it with the fewest 
words. 





The church is not a hospital, although it ministers to 
the spiritually sick and morally anemic. 





“Silence my heart, blessed Lord, 
May I know the deep peace Thou canst give; 
I would hear Thy sweet voice, 
Let Thy will be my choice, 
For Thy glory to serve and to live.” 
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Strain for the Reward 


N LONDON, it was a common sight in years past to 

see horses pulling wagons of merchandise to the docks. 
One such incident furnishes us with a spiritual lesson. 
This morning, the driver of a team of horses hauling a 
heavy wagon, had just reached the middle of the bridge 
spanning the river when one of the horses decided to 
take a rest. He would not budge at the entreaties of the 
driver. The driver pleaded, coaxed and threatened, all 
to no avail. The other horse tried again and again to 
start but could not move the wagon and the balky horse, 
so there they stood. A bus stopped behind the wagon, 
then there were several cars, another bus, more cars and 
several wagons, until there was a long line of buses, 
trucks, cars, vans, motorcycles and horsedriven vehicles, 
impatient to be on their way. 

A little boy swinging his hat in one hand, and munch- 
ing an apple in the other was curious to know what it 
could possibly be that was holding up this long, long line 
of traffic. Pushing his way through the crowd with his 
half-eaten aple, he was surprised to hear the driver call 
to him, ‘Come here boy, and let me have that apple.” 
The boy was a little reluctant to hand over the apple, 
but the man looked desperate. As soon as the driver had 
the apple in his possession, he tied it on the end of the 
whip and dangled it in front of the head of the balky 
horse. The horse stretched forward to take it, but could 
not reach it, so he started forward for it and was soon 
over the bridge, thus enabling the huge line of traffic 
to be on their way. 

For the reward of an apple, the horse was induced to 
go forward. 

Our Heavenly Father holds out to us an ‘‘apple,” enor- 
mous of size, sweet and juicy, delicious and precious: 
eternal life with all its blessings. But we must seek it, 
strive earnestly for it, yes, strain every nerve to secure 
it in God’s appointed way. In His plan of salvation for 
mankind, He requires that man become a new creature, 
made in His moral image. “If any man be in Christ, he 
is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, 
all things are become new.” 

God foreknew that man would not perform such a 
stupendous task without a powerful incentive to spur 
him to action. He, being a God of justice and mercy, 
does not require moral perfection from weak, sinful 
humanity without setting before them an incentive, a 
“big red, ripe apple’’: a wonderful prize to work for, never 
ending glory, riches and honor in a new world free from 
sin, sorrow, sickness, pain and death. 

We read of a patriarch who lived in the early hours 
of salvation who trusted in God’s promises. He had 
faith that He would fulfill them, “For he looked for a 
city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is 
God.” Another esteemed the reproach of Christ greater 
riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect 
unto the recompense of the reward. 

All the worthy ones of old who suffered starvation, 
imprisonment, stoning, cruel mockings, scourgings and 
death during the days of persecution, endured these 
things because they had faith that some day God would 
grant them the shining apple, dangled before them in 
the promise of Holy Writ: a home on this earth, filled 
with peace and eternal happiness. 


Jesus did not accomplish His great mission on earth 
without any hope or incentive, for we read in Heb. 12: 2, 
“Who for the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right 
hand of the throne of God.” He invested His whole life in 
the future leaving us a glorious example to also set our 
affections on heavenly things. 

The great Apostle to the Gentiles, forgetting the 
things which were behind said: “I am pressing on to 
see if I can capture it... . [perfection] and straining 
toward what lies ahead... . for the prize to which God, 
through Christ Jesus, calls us upward.” Let us, like Paul 
make the prize our one aim and object in life. If truly 
keeping this prize before our mental vision, it will urge 
us on, over every obstacle and aid us to resist every 
temptation. 

We are highly favored to be living in the cool of the 
day and to see faith-strengthening prophesies being ful- 
filled at a rapid rate. The trouble and perplexity on every 
hand foretells the nearness of the coming of the Lord. 

Aimlessly and thoughtlessly the world drift down- 
stream with moral corruption increasing by leaps and 
bounds. Let us take to heart the warning that Paul gave 
to the Philippian brethren, “‘Do all you have to do with- 
out grumbling or arguing, so that you may be God’s 
children, blameless, sincere and wholesome, living in a 
warped and diseased world, and shining there like lights 
in a dark place. For you hold in your hands the very 
word of life” (Phil. 2: 14, 15, 16, Phillips Trans.). 

With such a “tempting apple” indeed, the glorious 
reward so near our grasp, there is no time to linger in 
the paths of sin, yielding to any of the prompting of our 
sinful nature. 

The Master cannot, will not push one along on the 
road to His Kingdom but He does place ample and attrac- 
tive incentive before to induce us to “run the way” of 
His commandments. 





A THOUGHT STIMULATOR 
Remember 
. The value of time 
. The success of perseverance 
. The pleasure of working 
. The dignity of simplicity 
. The worth of character 
. The power of kindness 
. The influence of example 
. The obligation of duty 
. The wisdom of economy 
10. The virtue of patience 
11. The improvement of talent 
12. The joy of originating 
Why not try putting these in our daily “key file’ and 
every morning for the next twelve days, give particular 


thought to just one item at a time. The result should 
be worth while. 


OoMONHTF WD 


What a storehouse for joyful living lies within those 
twelve simple thoughts. Each is well worth much more 
than a few minutes of thoughtful consideration. 





Our greatest glory is not in never falling, but in rising 
every time we do fall. 
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MOS 


HO WAS AMOS? We call him a minor prophet. 
From his own words we learn that he was not a 
college graduate, but a herdsman of sheep in the wil- 
derness of Judea. In his spare time he pruned sycamore 
trees or gathered figs for market. This rock-strewn wil- 
derness bordering the desert was none too fruitful. Tekoa, 
the little mountaintop village where Amos lived, was 
about two hours south of Bethlehem, by donkey. Because 
of its elevation, it was used for trumpet-blowing signals. 
From its heights Mount Nebo can be seen, east beyond 
the Dead Sea dunes. 

Amos was plain and rugged. His comrades were herds- 
men and reapers, plowmen and treaders of grapes. The 
daily sights he saw were wandering flocks of sheep, 
farmers sifting grain in sieves, yokes of oxen plowing, 
and carts pressed down with sheaves. Frequently he heard 
the roar of a lion in the forest, or saw a bear seeking its 
prey. He watched the mighty streams down below that 
rushed through the ravines. He beheld the firmament on 
high; and there, in the solitary wilderness, Amos often 
sought and worshiped Him who garnished the heavens. 

One day the Lord took Amos from his sheep and said 
unto him: “Go, prophesy unto my people Israel.” What 
was the matter with Israel? At the market place, the 
gate, or from the occasional traveller, Amos had heard 
all about the wickedness of Judah and the corruption of 
the Northern kingdom: the luxury of the rich, the cruel 
injustice, the dishonesty, the immorality, and the wor- 
ship of strange gods. Amos’ moral energies were ready 
to be used for God. By his stirring message it appears 
that, “like the currents of two electric poles leaping 
together,” he met the call of Jehovah. This herdsman 
was one who could stand alone, before people, priests, 
kings and nations. 

What showy magnificence Israel had made of Bethel! 
In the very spot where their father Abraham had first 
pitched his simple tent, they were sacrificing to idols. 
King Jeroboam himself often came with his courtiers 
to sacrifice at the great national sanctuary of which 
Amaziah was the arch priest. 

Here, to the splendid city of Bethel, Amos came to 
sound an alarm; and let us remember that he, through 
whom the Eternal speaks, speaks not only for the mo- 
ment, but for the ages. So Amos, while speaking to the 
Israelites in his day, was also speaking for us in our day. 
He applied the unchangeable principles of the living God 
to people who were persons like ourselves. Though their 
language and customs were different, their nature was 
very like human nature today. They were ruled by the 
same motives and feelings. They struggled with the same 
temptations as we. What a forceful comparison we can 
see as we observe the spiritual declension of our own day. 
Were the people, against whom Amos preached warnings 
and judgments, any more wicked than people are today? 
Was Israel less pure, or the judgments of God any more 
certain? 

We can almost see the crowd around Amos growing 
huge as he first denounces before Israel and Judah the 
neighboring nations, Philistia, Edom, Ammon and Moab. 
Just like human nature today, they no doubt, enjoyed 


the powerful words of Amos as they bore heavily against 
the faults of their neighbors. Directly he changed the 
burden of his words and cried with startling suddenness, 
“For three transgressions of Judah, and for four, I will 
not turn away the punishment thereof; because they have 
despised the law of the Lord, and have not kept his com- 
mandments.” Judah! That was different! And likewise 
as he cried against Judah, so also did he denounce Israel 
for departing from the ways of the Lord. The people 
looked up astonished. But Amos went on: “Woe unto 
them that are at ease in Zion, ... that lie upon beds of 
ivory,... [and feast] and drink wine in bowls. .. . Seek 
not the gods of Bethel! Seek Him that maketh the seven 
stars and Orion, ... the Lord is His name. And thus saith 
the Lord unto Israel, Take away from me the noise of thy 
songs, for I will not hear the melody of thy viols! Let 
justice run down as waters and righteousness as a mighty 
stream! Seek good and not evil that ye may live! Prepare 
to meet thy God, O Israel!” 

The people were enraged. They hated Amos for rebuk- 
ing them in the gate; they abhorred him for speaking 
uprightly. They could not see that their worship was 
amiss. Did they not have solemn assemblies and make 
sacrifice? They paid tithes, sang songs to the God of their 
fathers and praised Him on their harps. And were their 
houses not their own? their gardens and their vineyards? 
Were they not supposed to be happy? They were satisfied 
with the priest in fine raiment. If only they could forget 
What this herdsman, Amos, had said of coming judg- 
ments! 

It is interesting to note in Bible history that there 
lived at this time a youth in the city of Jerusalem whose 
name was Isaiah. It is very likely that this young boy 
heard Amos preach and was influenced by his words. 
Later this lad became a great prophet of the Lord. We 
hope there is some youth in our time who will be 
impressed to live for God by the words of Amos or some 
other Bible character. 

We ourselves may not be resting on beds of ivory or 
drinking wine from bowls, still, we may be at ease in 
Zion. We may be finding our own pleasure, feeding on 
our own thoughts, and doing our own ways. How easy 
it is, like Israel and Judah, to set up and worship gods 
of our own (in our hearts) until our conscience is lulled 
to rest and our eves blinded to the righteousness of God. 
We must get a new heart, put on the mind of Christ that 
we may meditate and work righteousness before the Lord 
our God. 

In one of several visions which Amos saw concerning 
Israel, he beheld God standing with a plumbline in His 
hand measuring a wall. A plumbline measures the 
uprightness of a wall. It judges every wall alike by its 
straightness. The wall is straight or it is not. God has 
one standard only, and that is righteousness. And God 
said, “I will set a plumbline in the midst of my people 
Israel.”’ And so, as in past ages, God will judge His peo- 
ple in these last davs by the plumbline. 

After this, God showed Amos another symbol of His 
judgments upon Israel. And Amos saw before him “a 
basket of summer fruit.’”’ And the Lord said, ‘The end is 
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come upon my people Israel.” In the Hebrew, the word 
for “summer fruit” suggests “end.” The end did not 
come that year, nor the next, but it was pronounced. God 
in His mercy was longsuffering, warning and waiting 
for His people to turn unto Him, and it was actually years 
before the destruction of Israel and Judah finally came. 

Even so, in these last days, God has been longsuffering 
in waiting for His people, but the consummation will 
come. And God said through Amos, “I will sift again the 
house of Israel among all nations, like as corn is sifted in 
a sieve yet shall not the least grain fall upon the earth.” 
How we should work to be one of those precious grains 
worthy to be saved and planted in the paradise of God, 
never again to be removed. 

Amos did not fail to leave before us a bright picture of 
all faithful Israel restored in the Kingdom of God, a 
picture of life and peace, blessing and comfort and joy 
for evermore. 

As we study the book of Amos, we realize that he, as 
all the prophets, was one to whom God was very near. 
And some day we should like to meet Amos, that minor 
prophet, that simple herdsman and dresser of sycamore 
trees, called by God to denounce the social and moral 
degeneracy of a generation long past. We must do that 
same denouncing by imitating his conduct, his sepa- 
rateness from the surrounding evil, consecrating our lives 
to God. 





“Pray Without Ceasing” 


NUMBER of ministers were assembled for the 

discussion of difficult questions. Among others 
it was asked how the command to “pray without ceasing” 
could be complied with, and one of the ministers was 
appointed to write an essay to be read at the next meet- 
ing. 

This meeting being overheard by a maid servant, she 
exclaimed, “What! a whole month to tell the meaning 
of that text? It is one of the easiest and best in the 
Bible!” 

“Well, well,” said the old minister, ‘‘what can you say 
about it, Mary? How would you understand it? Can you 
pray all the time when you have so many things to do?” 

“Why! yes, sir,” said Mary. “The more things I have 
to do, the more | pray.” 

“Let us hear how you do this,” said the minister. 

“Well,” said the girl, ‘“‘when I open my eyes in the 
morning, I pray, ‘Lord, open the eyes of my understand- 
ing.’ While I am dressing, I pray that I may be clothed 
with righteousness. When I have washed me, I ask for 
the washing of regeneration. When I begin to work, I 
pray that I may have strength equal to my day. When 
I kindle a fire, 1 pray that God’s work may revive in my 
heart. As I begin to sweep out the house, I pray that my 
heart may be cleansed from all impurities. When I am 
preparing and partaking of the breakfast, I desire to be 
fed with the manna and the sincere milk of the Word. 
When I am busy with the children, I look to God as my 
Father and pray for the spirit of adoption that I may be 
His child. And so on all day, everything I do furnishes 
me with a thought of prayer.” 

“Enough,” said the old minister. “These things are 
revealed to babes and often hid from the wise and pru- 
dent. Go on, Mary, pray without ceasing.” 


Hearing +s. Doing 


F WE WISH to retain “the Word of the Lord,” every- 

thing depends upon where we keep it. We may hear 
a sermon but keep the thoughts only in our notebooks. 
lf we keep it in our mind, a leaky memory may waste the 
treasure, or any vagrant care may snatch it away. The 
business of the day may wipe it out as a sponge erases a 
record from a slate. A thought is never secure until it 
has become a desire, an aspiration, a driving force! We 
find the best way to remember the Word is to do it! 

Where are we keeping the Word? What are we doing 
about it? Is the engraved Word becoming character in 
us? is it impressed indelibly upon the fleshly tables of 
our hearts? ‘Truth must become a principal part of our 
personality; we must live it, and truth must live in us. 
This is the only vital way of remembrance, to convert 
the Word into moral fiber. 

When we hear the Word but do not do it, our hearing 
is defective. No listening is healthy which is not men- 
tally translated into obedience. We are to listen with 
a view to obedience, with our eyes upon the very road 
where the obedient feet will travel. That is to say, we 
are to listen with purpose, as though we were ambassa- 
dors receiving instructions from the King concerning 
some momentous mission. Yes, we must listen with an eye 
on the road. 

So often when we listen, obedience is not primary; it 
must wait for something else. And so our obedience is 
not a straight line: it is crooked and circuitous; it takes 
the way of By-path Meadow instead of the Highway of 
the Lord. We do not wait upon the Lord’s pleasure; we 
make Him wait upon ours. 

“Doing” makes a new thing of “hearing.” The statute 
obeyed becomes a song. The commandment is found to 
be a beatitude. Obedience changes the stubborn heart 
to one of pliable willingness; and as we tread the path 
of obedience we shall find rest after restlessness, and 
peace for our troubled hearts. 

“Hearing” brings a limited amount of satisfaction, but 
in the way of obedience we continually discover springs 
of delight as well as stores of provision. Fountains of 
delicious satisfaction rise in the realm of duty: the 


satisfaction of being right with God and in union with 
His will. 





Here is a quiet room. 
Pause for a little space, 
And in the deepening gloom 
With hands before thy face, 
Pray for God’s grace. 


Let no unholy thought 
Enter thy musing mind; 

Things that the world hath wrought, 
Unclean, untrue, unkind, 
Leave these behind. 


Pray for the strength of God, 
Strength to obey His plan; 
Rise from thy knees less clod 
Rise from thy knees less clad 
Than when your prayer began, 
More of a man. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto me: for 
my soul trusteth in thee: yea, in the shadow of thy wings will 


I make my refuge, until these calamities be overpast” (Psalm 
57:1). 


As we become aware of the many troubles throughout 
the world, we realize how much we need God’s mercy. The 
distress among and within nations grows worse continu- 
ally and fear is spreading as to what the outcome will be. 
But all this was foreseen and foretold by the holy men of 
old, and how truly we see it being fulfilled! Being fore- 
warned, the people of God have always looked forward to 
that time and made preparations to be worthy of God’s 
mercy. It was with this thought in mind that the Psalmist 
uttered the words of our text. 

There are, of course, numerous trials and afflictions 
that we encounter as we pass through life. The success 
with which these are borne depends upon our trust and 
faith in God. So often we have fallen short of living as 
God would have us. And the more we realize our sinful- 
ness, and the times we have walked contrary to the com- 
mandments, the more we will realize we need God’s 
mercy. It is our manner of life now that will determine 
our success in passing through the future time of trouble 
victoriously. 

To be deceived into thinking the world is growing bet- 
ter and that there is no greater time of distress coming 
will not in any way affect the plan of the Almighty. His 
purpose will come to pass though men may resist His 
claim and refuse to meet His demands. Unbelief and ig- 
norance of His Word will not promote the faith and good 
works which alone will merit His mercy in that day. 
Knowledge of His prophetic Word is essential. 

The Psalmist, divinely inspired, foretold the time when 
Christ the King should come to set up His throne and the 
way earth’s rulers will react. He says, “The kings of 
earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, 
against the Lord, and against his anointed, saying, Let 
us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords 
from us. He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the 
Lord shall have them in derision” (Ps. 2: 2—4). Their 
attempts will be vain. He will come and not keep silence. 
He will render just judgment. The oppressors shall be 
broken in pieces and the righteous shall then be exalted 
and caused to flourish. 

The prophet Isaiah foretold that in the last days the 
Lord’s authority shall be established above all earthly 
governments, “and all nations shall flow unto it’; and 
as a result of His just rule the nations “shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning- 
hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, nei- 
ther shall they learn war any more” (Isaiah 2). In chap- 
ter 17: 13 he speaks of the “calamity” that is to come 
upon the nations of earth: “The nations shall rush like 
the rushing of many waters: but God shall rebuke them, 
and they shall flee far off, and shall be chased as the chaff 
of the mountains before the wind, and like a rolling thing 
before the whirlwind.” 


This same keen-eyed Prophet gives the invitation to 
enter a place of refuge and escape the miseries that are 
coming upon the nations. He says, “Come, my people, 
enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about 
thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the 
indignation be overpast. For, behold, the Lord cometh 
out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for 
their iniquity” (26: 20, 21). Certainly everyone would 
like a place of refuge when trouble and devastation come; 
a place of security where their safety can be assured. 
With an assurance of protection, fears turn to rejoicing 
and discouragement to hope, even in the darkest hours. 

Such must have been the assurance of the prophet 
Jeremiah, for he could say, ‘“‘O Lord, my strength and my 
fortress, and my refuge in the day of affliction” (16: 19). 
During his lifetime he witnessed many hardships, but he 
also looked ahead to the latter days and saw the time of 
great distress for the wicked. “Behold a whirlwind of the 
Lord is gone [or shall go] forth in fury, even a grievous 
whirlwind: it shall fall grievously upon the head of the 
wicked. The anger of the Lord shall not return, until he 
have executed, and till he have performed the thoughts 
of his heart: in the latter days ye shall consider it per- 
fectly” (23: 19, 20). 

Daniel spoke of that day as a time of trouble “such as 
never Was since there was a nation” (12: 2), but he also 
comforts us with the thought that God’s people shall be 
delivered then. Malachi said all the proud and all that do 
wickedly shall be cut off from the earth. Whether we read 
this prophecy from David, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel or 
any of the Minor Prophets, they all speak the mind of 
God in reference to that future day. 

Much also is said in the New Testament concerning 
this great time of trouble. Christ at His coming will find 
the world in an unconverted condition as it was in the 
days of Noah and the days of Lot (Luke 17: 26—29). 
The apostolic writers agree with the prophets that a 
thorough purging of the earth from the incorrigible ele- 
ment must precede the conversion of the masses to God. 
It is for this reason that when Christ comes “all kindreds 
of the earth shall wail because of him” (Rev. 1: 7). He 
will come conquering and to conquer. None of the wicked 
can escape, nor shall any of the righteous be destroyed. 

By reading these prophetic statements and observing 
how the world has drifted into the condition God foretold 
it would be in, we can be sure that the rest will be fulfilled. 
How needful, then, to seek the mercy of God now, while 
we have time and opportunity and while it may yet be 
found! Should we not be longing to reach the place of 
refuge where we may be hid from the coming disaster? 
The writer of our text also said, “I would hasten my es- 
cape from the windy storm and tempest” (Ps. 55: 8), 
and a like-minded prophet wrote, “Flee out of the midst 
of Babylon” (Jer. 51: 6). What we do about making our 
escape must be done quickly; delay will prove fatal. 

There should be no question in our minds as to the 
course to take to be prepared for that day. It is mainly 
a question whether we are honest in accepting and will- 
ing to comply wholly with the conditions God has out- 
lined. His mercy will flow out if we do on our part. 

The Psalmist looked for mercy because he trusted in 
God. To trust Him through poverty or prosperity, afflic- 
tion or health, sorrow or joy, is a virtue indeed. In olden 
times, when God’s power was openly manifested, those 
who trusted Him in times of peril were always rewarded, 

(Continued on page 11) 








Questions and Answers 


“In Isa. 21: 9—13, 19, 20, God foretells the destruction of 
Babylon which was a city or a kingdom at that time. This 
prophecy has been fulfilled. 

“Does this Babylon have any connection with the mystery 
Babylon in Rev. 17: 5 and chap. 18, whose destruction seems 
to be yet future?” 


No, there is no connection between the two as far as 
their locality is concerned. Babylon, the capitol city of 
Babylonia, situated on the Euphrates river, was literally 
a city. It was considered the seat of luxury and vice, hence 
any city so rated is sometimes called Babylon. It is in 
this sense that the name is employed in Revelation. 

The meaning given by the Hebrews to the word Babylon 
was “gate of Bel, or confusion.” In this aspect it fits 
closely with the way it is used in Revelation in describing 
present world conditions with its luxury, its political 
unrest, its national and international misunderstandings. 
But all of this is to terminate with the appearing of 
Jesus from heaven. A mighty angel was seen to take up 
a “stone like a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, 
saying, Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon 
be thrown down, and shall be found no more at all” (Rev. 
18: 21). 


“The Record says only eight people entered the ark, all 
members of the family of Noah, As the story goes, the waters 
were upon the earth 150 days, and after the waters receded, 
Noah and his family returned to dry land. Where did they 
find other people to marry as Cain did? Or was it a case 
of intermarriage?” 


The flood was not universal. II Peter 3: 5, 6 reads: “For 
this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of 
God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing in 
the water and out of the water: whereby the world that 
then was, being overflowed with water, perished.” It was 
the “world of the ungodly” (II Pet. 2: 5) that perished 
in the days of Noah, and not all the inhabitants of earth 
except Noah and his family. 

If, as some claim, the flood were universal, and not a 
living creature remained upon earth except Noah and his 
family and the beasts which he took into the ark with 
him, it would follow that a pair of all the known species 
of living creatures on earth today must have been in the 
ark. That would include the lion, the tiger, the panther, 
the wolf, the polar bear; the hippopotamus, the rhinoc- 
eros, the elephant and the wart-hog. It would include the 
boa constrictor, the rattle-snake, and all the other poison- 
ous vipers. It would include all the known species of 
worms and insects, and the entire category of birds! 

No, the flood could not have been universal, nor the 
occupants of the ark the only surviving mammals. The 
broad statement in Gen. 7: 21, 22, that ‘‘all flesh died 
that moved upon the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, 
and of beast, and every creeping thing that creepeth upon 
the earth, and every man: all in whose nostrils was the 
breath of life, of all that was in the dry land, died,” 
could have been a generalization, and not a specific state- 
ment. Generalization is often employed in the Bible. 

As for the genealogy of Noah’s family tree given in 
Genesis chapters 10 and 11, it seems probable that inter- 
marriage was the plan employed. Noah and his immediate 
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family were obviously the only human beings living in 
that part of the world which had been inundated. There 
is no indication of outside blood being brought immedi- 
ately into the family tree. 


“I am writing concerning the fourth chapter of John, that 
was in a recent MEssacE, question page. Was the woman that 
had five husbands forgiven? It doesn’t say whether she was 
forgiven or not, but at least she asked about this water that 
Jesus spoke of, as in verse 15, also it seemed that she was 
interested to some extent as in verses 28, 29. 

“Naturally this woman had committed adultery by having 
five husbands, the fifth one with which she was living 
at that time, I suppose. 

“What about the woman we find in John 8: 3, 4, 10, 11. Was 
she being condemned by the Jews for having more than one 
husband? Why was Jesus forgiving her so readily if she had 
committed adultery?” 


In answer to your query about John 4: you say “It 
doesn’t say whether she was forgiven or not, but at least 
she asked about this water that Jesus spoke of, as in v. 
15, also it seemed that she was interested to some extent 
as in vs. 28, 29.” 

Yes, it cannot be denied that she evinced some interest 
in Jesus’ teaching. It may have been prompted by curi- 
osity, or she may have been somewhat convinced. 

The case of the woman caught in the very act of 
adultery need not have been a case of her having more 
than one husband, it may have been unchastity. The 
term adultery is used to describe an immoral act by a 
married person. 

The narrative in John 8: 3, 4 points out that the Jews 
were seeking to find fault with Jesus. They brought this 
woman before Him as a test case to see if He would 
prescribe stoning, which was the penalty under the Law 
of Moses. There is nothing in the account to suggest that 
she was indulging in common-law marriages, or that 
any offspring were involved. And Jesus didn’t condemn 
her to death, for the Mosaic Law was then about to termi- 
nate. 

You ask, “What did Jesus mean when he said as he did 
in v. 11, yo and sin no more? If she were living with her 
second or third husband, was she to leave him, whether 
there were children or not, or can a man get forgiveness 
by living in adultery?” We have no proof that she was 
living with a second or third husband, or that there were 
children involved. Had that been the case it seems that 
Jesus would have gone into more detail. In any event we 
wish that He had. 


MEDITATIONS ON THE WORD 

(Continued from page 10) 
but how much greater the virtue now to trust Him by 
faith alone, without ever seeing any of His power mani- 
fested in like manner. It is the undivided heart which 
worships God alone and trusts Him as it should that will 
be raised above undue anxiety for earthly wants, and 
while expecting mercy when His judgments sweep the 
earth, will not slacken its exertion to enter the place 
f safety. 
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The “Motto That ©ounts 


"You may bring to your office and put in a 
frame 
A motto as fine as its paint, 
But if you're a crook when you re playing the 
game, 
That motto won't make you a saint. 
You can stick up the placards all over the hall, 
But here is the word I announce: 
It is not the motto that hangs on the wall 
But the motto you live that counts. 


"If the motto says ‘Smile’ and you carry a 
frown; 
‘Do it now,’ and you linger and wait; 
If the motto says ‘Help’ and you trample men 
down; 
If the motto says ‘Love’ and you hate-- 
You wont get away with the mottoes you 
stall 
For truth will come forth with a bounce, 
It is not the motto that hangs on the wall, 
But the motto 
YOU LIVE 


that counts.” 











